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Children and staff at Ibstock Day 

Nursery have been celebrating 

being awarded ‘good’ in every 

category by Ofsted.  

The latest Ofsted report, which 

followed an inspection in 

December, described the 

nursery as ‘a warm, caring 

environment where children 

thrive’.  

Inspectors praised children’s 

development and progress, the level of support given to special needs children, and the ’ambitious drive’ of new nursery 

manager Amy Roe to ’maintain the highest levels of achievement for all children’.  The full report is available online or from 

the nursery.  

Tree Planters Shape Future of Village 

Ofsted Has ‘Good’ News for Nursery 

 Students have been taking part in a massive tree planting operation organised by local firm, Ibstock Brick.  
 

About 170 students from Year 7 helped 

to plant hundreds of native trees on land 

belonging to Ibstock Brick, off Leicester 

Road in the village. The area of 

woodland will help to screen a new 

factory to be built by Ibstock Brick. 

Students were given a brief tree planting 

demonstration before working in pairs to 

plant three trees each.  They also took 

part in a question and answer session 

with foresters about the environmental 

importance of tree planting. 

David Phillips, principal at Ibstock 
Community College, said: “We were 
delighted that students from the college 

were able to have an active role in creating this new woodland. It gives them a stake in this important community 
venture and reminds them that we all need to think about issues such as the environment and sustainability.” 
 
A special plaque will mark the area of woodland planted by ICC students. The first phase of planting will include 7,000 
new trees. 
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Drums Take Some 
Beating... 

One of our priorities is to build the partnership between 

parents and the college, ensuring that we work together to 

support our children to become outstanding individuals, 

making a difference to the world. I am really pleased that in a 

small way our INSIGHT app will allow much easier 

communication between college and home. 

We have welcomed Ms Thompson as our new English teacher 

and Ms Smith as a textiles teacher and both have already 

made a significant impact on students and learning here. 

You will have read in this newsletter the very good news about 

the strength of provision we offer in our nursery and the 

community activities of the college we are also developing as 

each term goes by. 

We are supported by a very committed governing body, which 

includes parents, members of the community and people from 

local industry. We are always keen to ensure our governing 

body develops and we are currently offering the opportunity 

for new governors to join us. If you are a parent, or a member 

of the local community and would like to get involved, please 

look out for further 

information, which will 

be available next week, 

on how to become part 

of our vibrant 

community. 

Year seven students 

have just had their 

reports issued. This is 

based upon the new ACE assessment model and we hope that 

the report gives parents clear information on what their 

children have achieved and what they need to progress 

further. 

Our work with our primary partners continues and you can 

read about some of the activities that have taken place on 

page three of this newsletter. 

Ibstock Community College has a lot going for it and much that 

we are providing for young people. If you would like to join us 

as a governor, please let us know! 

Point of Principal          
with David Phillips 

 
Head of humanities Steve Howard 
bowed out in style by dressing up as a 
soldier from the English Civil War 
during his last week at ICC. 

 

When his form group notched up 100 
per cent attendance—and the chance 
to ‘wear what you want’ as a reward—
Mr Howard could not resist the chance 
to turn up in period costume.  

Mr Howard, who had worked at the 

college for 11 years, was a member of 
the Sealed Knot re-enactment group in 
his spare time.  

He has now taken up a teaching post in 
Italy. 

New INSIGHT App Mr Howard’s Last Stand 

INSIGHT gives parents easy online 
access to their children’s attendance, 
behaviour, parents’ evening details and 
much more. 
Parents can now download the INSIGHT 
app directly to their mobile phones. 

By logging onto INSIGHT from the school 
website, parents can follow instructions 
on how to download the INSIGHT app. 
These instructions will also be emailed 
to all parents shortly. 
Anyone with questions about INSIGHT, 
or how to use it, is welcome to contact 
the college. 
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Working Together 

 

Geography field trips, science experiments and creativity workshops… Ibstock College has been working with its partner and 

feeder schools  on a range of projects this term. 

Year 9 geographers went 

to Ashby School to practise 

their field work skills and to 

learn more about the 

weather. Working in small 

groups, students were 

asked to collect their own 

weather data around the 

school site, using special 

equipment such as light 

meters, windsocks and an 

anemometer to measure 

wind speed. 

They will use the data later  

in their end-of-year 

assessment. 

Meanwhile, Year 4 pupils 

from Ibstock Junior School 

were given an exciting introduction to their new science topic—solids, liquids and gases—in the college science labs. 

The pupils used microscopes to analyse substances and 

were treated to  a demonstration using the college’s 

fume cupboard.  

More Year 4 pupils, from Ellistown, Dovebank and 

Snarestone primary schools, were treated to a ‘culture 

day’ at Ibstock Community College.  

Pupils sang and played djembe drums in music, painted 

their own African-inspired designs in art, and were given 

an introduction to Swahili by the 

languages department. 

Principal David Phillips said: “We 

take our partnerships with local 

schools very seriously, whether that 

means giving primary pupils a taste 

of high school life at Ibstock 

College, or encouraging our own 

students to spread their wings by 

taking part in activities—like the 

one at Ashby School—which 

prepare them for GCSE study.” 
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11 Feb—Year 8 French trip 
student and parent 
information evening, 6pm 

15—19 Feb– Half term 
break 

1 March—Musical soiree 
(for friends & family of 
students taking lessons in 
voice, woodwind, piano and 
violin), 6pm 

8 & 10 March—Singing 
festival (featuring primary 
schools), 7pm 

14 March—Year 8 French 
trip leaves 

15 March—Laches Wood 
student and parent 
information evening 

 

Year 7 students were treated to a trip to the theatre to see Curve’s production of hit show 
‘Oliver’. 

About 70 students saw the production which included musical favourites such as ‘Food, 
Glorious Food’, ‘You’ve Got to Pick a Pocket or Two’ and ‘Consider Yourself’. 

Vice Principal Sophie Williams said: “The show was fabulous and everyone was 
impeccably behaved.”  

Save the 
Date 

  Consider Yourself Well In! 

Students in the Swim for Gala 

T 
wo badminton players from 

Ibstock Community College 

have been making their mark 

on competitions. 

Evie Pike (pictured right with her 

trophies), who is in Year 7, and her 

partner won the u14 and u16 girls’ junior 

American doubles tournament run by 

Leicestershire Schools Badminton 

Association— despite still being young 

enough to play in the under 12s category. 

Evie and her partner, who goes to Ivanhoe College, train several times a week with Team Leicestershire.  

Another keen player, Ciaran Lennon,  competed in the Junior Schools Badminton Tournament with his doubles partner, 

finishing in third place out of 12 teams. It was only Ciaran’s second competitive tournament. 

Speaking after his top three finish, Ciaran said: “The matches were really close. It was really nerve racking but great fun and 

hopefully next year we might get to second or first place.” 

 Badminton Champs Net Victory 


