
 

CORE SUBJECT: ENGLISH 
 

 

What type  
of qualification  
will I achieve? 

Exam Board: Eduqas 
 

1. GCSE English Language 

2. GCSE English Literature 

What will I  
be doing in my  

lessons and what 
skills will I gain? 

English Language: With a wide range of set texts, you will develop your ability to read critically, 

write effectively and coherently, use grammar correctly and expand your vocabulary. You will be 

given a range of choices for creative prose writing and our non-fiction writing tasks have realistic 

contexts that you will be able to relate to. You will also improve your speaking and listening skills, 

with an emphasis on presentation skills and the use of Standard English. 

English Literature: You will develop knowledge and skills in reading, writing and critical thinking, 

with opportunities to read widely for pleasure across a range of high-quality texts in the genres of 

prose, poetry and drama.  

This GCSE in English literature will enable you to: 

· Read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good understanding, and make 

connections across your reading 

· Read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that you are able to discuss and explain your 

understanding and ideas 

· Develop the habit of reading widely and often 

· Appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage 

· Write accurately, effectively and analytically about your reading, using Standard English 

· Acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical terminology and other literary and 

linguistic terms you need to criticise and analyse what you read. 

How and when  
will my work  
be assessed? 

Assessment for GCSE English Language consists of two written examinations, within which 
spelling, punctuation and grammar make up 20%. Speaking skills are also assessed, but do not 
contribute to the overall grade. 
Component 1: 20th Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose Writing (1 hour 45 minutes, 
40% of qualification) 
Component 2: 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction reading and Transactional/Persuasive Writing 
(2 hours, 60% of qualification) 
 
Assessment for GCSE English Literature consists of two written examinations: 
Component 1: Shakespeare and Poetry (2 hours, 40% of qualification) 
Component 2: Post 1914 Prose/Drama, 19th Century Prose and Unseen Poetry (2 hours 30 
minutes, 60% of qualification) 
 
Your work will be assessed in a final examination at the end of Year 11 and to help check your 
progress you will be given practice exam questions and mock exams each year. 

 



 

How much time will I 
need to work on 
 this subject out  
of lesson time? 

You will need to spend at least two hours per week working out of lesson time. There are several 
websites to support your learning. You should continue to read for pleasure at home and to 
research the context, the relevant background information, of the texts you are studying. 

 What will this course 
lead to in  

the Sixth Form? 
English Literature and Language AS and A2 qualifications 

What possible careers 
and  

work related 
opportunities  

are there? 

An English CGSE will open up opportunities for a whole range of courses and careers, 
everything from journalism to engineering. Employers will want you to have good 
communication skills including accurate reading and writing skills. 

More information? 

For more information please ask any English staff for details about the course or visit the 
Eduqas website. 
Mrs Mouncer – j.mouncer@ibstockcollege.co.uk 
Miss Clements – m.clements@ibstockcollege.co.uk 
Mrs Hayles – m.hayles@ibstockcollege.co.uk 
Ms Scott – d.scott@ibstockcollege.co.uk 
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