
 

OPTION SUBJECT: History 
 

 
What type  

of qualification  
will I achieve? 

GCSE History qualification 

What will I  
be doing in my 

lessons and what 
skills will I gain? 

History is continuously changing the world around us and historic events have helped to shape our 
society.  

By studying GCSE History, you will prove your ability to develop and extend your knowledge and 
understanding of specific key events, eras and societies in national and world History. You will 
become a successful independent learner and a critical and reflective thinker. You’ll know which 
questions are relevant to give you the information you need. This will include taking on 
investigations with an impartial stance, analysing them in detail to draw substantiated conclusion, 
by using a range of sources in their context. 

You’ll be aware of the reasons people, events and developments are accorded historical 
significance. Plus, how and why this can result in different interpretations of them. Finally, you will 
be able to confidently structure and communicate your knowledge and understanding of concepts 
in alternative ways to reach substantiated conclusions and help others see your rationale. 

How and when  
will my work  
be assessed? 

At the end of year 11 you will sit 3 exams; 
Paper 1 – 40%, 80 marks, 1hour 45minutes on Crime & Punishment 1250-present and the 
Elizabethans 1580-1603. 
Paper 2 – 20%, 40 marks + 10SPaG marks, 1hour on History Around Us site, Kenilworth Castle. 
Paper 3 – 40%, 80 marks, 1hour 45minutes on Life under Nazi rule 1933-1945 and Making of 
America 1789-1900. 

How much time will 
I need to work on 
 this subject out  
of lesson time? 

You will be expected to spend at least 1 hour per week outside of class time. This could be via a 
range of homework activities or independent learning. To go above and beyond at GCSE you could 
watch documentaries, listen to podcasts, and have a go at reading latest historical research from 
real historians!  

 What will this 
course lead to in 
the Sixth Form? 

A Level history is an obvious route to go down but History at GCSE lends itself well to a wide range 
of qualifications such as; 
Travel and Tourism, Law, Psychology, Geography, English Language/Literature, Ancient History, 
Classics, Archaeology, Sociology, Citizenship, Religious Studies, Philosophy 

What possible 
careers and  

work related 
opportunities  

are there? 

History graduates gain employment in numerous industries and roles. Heritage organisations, 
museums and libraries can be a common choice. Though national and local government, public 
services, NHS management, the police force and armed services are also popular avenues.  
Jobs directly linked to history qualification include; academic researcher, author, archivist, 
heritage manager, historic buildings inspector, conservation officer, museum education officer, 
curators, teaching, archaeologist, TV historian, journalist. 

More information? 
For more information on the course please speak with Miss Woolnough or Miss Stafford. 
Miss Woolnough – e.woolnough@ibstockcollege.co.uk  
Miss Stafford – c.stafford@ibstockcollege.co.uk  
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