
 

OPTION SUBJECT: German 
 

 
What type  

of qualification  
will I achieve? 

AQA GCSE German  

What will I  
be doing in my  

lessons and what 
skills will I gain? 

The German curriculum focuses on 4 key skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Each skill 
is assessed independently; however, they are all closely interlinked sharing key grammatical 
structures and vocabulary. Students taking GCSE German will need to be committed and self-
motivated as the course content is fast-paced and intense. During lessons students will practice 
all 4 skills in a variety of activities developing their knowledge and fluency. Learning German will 
enable students to make connections with Germany and other German speaking countries 
across the world through learning communication skills and gaining cultural awareness.  

How and when  
will my work  
be assessed? 

There will be 2 assessments per half term: an assessment with a listening/reading focus and an 
assessment with either a focus on speaking or writing. Regular skills checks are also undertaken 
to ensure progress.  
 
At GCSE, there will be a listening, a reading, a speaking and a written exam. Exams are split into 
2 tiers - Foundation (grades 1-5) and Higher (grades 4-9). Students must take all four question 
papers at the same tier. All 4 areas are weighted equally (25% of the total grade). 

How much time will 
I need to work on 

this subject out  
of lesson time? 

1 hour and 30 minutes of homework per week is recommended at KS4. This ensures that 
students have the necessary vocabulary and understand the essential grammatical concepts 
required to undertake the GCSE in year 11. The Active Learn and Vocab Express platforms give 
students easy access to support with this. There will also be the opportunity to work with 
revision guides and workbooks to recall previous learning. 

 What will this 
course lead to in  
the Sixth Form? 

AS Level and/or A Level German 

What possible 
careers and  

work related 
opportunities  

are there? 

Language qualifications can be used in many careers and unlock opportunities to work abroad. 
In a multi-cultural world, languages are a vital tool that employers appreciate. German is 
particularly valued in the business sector. 
 
Possible careers include: 

• Interpreting/Translation 

• Journalism 

• Teaching 

• International Law 

• Politics 

• Engineering 

• Banking 

• Travel and tourism 

More information? 
Please contact Miss Clarke: 
l.clarke@ibstockcollege.co.uk  
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