
 

OPTION SUBJECT: Philosophy and Ethics 
 

 
What type  

of qualification  
will I achieve? 

At the end of the course you will gain a GCSE in Religious Studies.  

What will I  
be doing in my 

lessons and what 
skills will I gain? 

Your GCSE curriculum will be split in to two sections, The study of religions: beliefs, teachings 
and practices, and Thematic studies.  
During the study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices you will study Christianity and 
Buddhism. We will look at what Christians and Buddhists believe, why they believe this and 
how they demonstrate these beliefs.  
During the Thematic studies unit we will look at philosophical and ethical issues around 
relationships and families, religion and life, religion, crime and punishment, and religion, 
human rights and social justice.  
Through studying this subject, you will develop an understanding of a range of religious beliefs, 
as well as being able to understand and apply a range of viewpoints to different topics. 
 

How and when  
will my work  
be assessed? 

There will be regular knowledge tests and exam questions in lessons to help prepare you for 
your exams. You will sit two exams at the end of year 11, one for the study of religions: beliefs, 
teachings and practices, and the other for thematic studies. These will be worth 50% of the 
GCSE each, and will be 1 hour and 45 minutes each. 

How much time will 
I need to work on 
 this subject out  
of lesson time? 

You should aim to spend at least an hour a week on revision-based activities, including using the 
knowledge organiser. There will also be regular exam questions homework set. 

 What will this 
course lead to in 
the Sixth Form? 

This subject would be useful for a range of courses in Sixth Form, but particularly Humanities 
subjects such as Sociology, History, Citizenship and Law.  

What possible 
careers and  

work related 
opportunities  

are there? 

Due to the range of knowledge and skills you will gain, Philosophy and Ethics is a useful subject 
for a variety of different careers, such as the Police, all medical professions, hairdressing and 
catering. As the subject is all about people it lends itself to a range of careers. 

More information? 
BBC Bitesize has a useful website to provide you with some idea of the content you would be 
learning (remember to click on AQA): https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zb48q6f  
For further information see Ms McMahon – s.mcmahon@ibstockcollege.co.uk  
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