
 
Maths Subject Specific Reading List 
 
KS3 
  
The Number Devil – Magnus Enzensberger 
In twelve dreams, Robert, a boy who hates math, meets a Number Devil, who leads him to discover 
the amazing world of numbers: infinite numbers, prime numbers, Fibonacci numbers, numbers that 
magically appear in triangles, and numbers that expand without end. As we dream with him, we are 
taken further and further into mathematical theory, where ideas eventually take flight, until 
everyone--from those who fumble over fractions to those who solve complex equations in their 
heads--winds up marveling at what numbers can do. 
  
Murderous Maths by Kjartan Poskitt 
All the Murderous Maths books feature a range of characters including One-Finger Jimmy, Half Smile 
and their gang, Dolly Snowlips, Professor Fiendish, Pongo McWhiffy and the terribly lovely Veronica 
Gumfloss, the evil Gollarks from the planet Zog, Urgum the Axeman and so on. They also include 
sneaky tricks, games, jokes (most of which are repeatable) and what's more - you'll find yourself 
picking up all sorts of advice and tips on how to cope with maths in all its various forms. 
Accompanied by an excellent website. 
  
The Adventures of Penrose the Mathematical Cat by Theoni Pappas 
Join Penrose on a mad cap tour of mathematical ideas. Watch a tangram egg hatch, learn how to 
make a square become a bird, help nanocat get back home, and many more amusing, entertaining 
and informative tales. 
  
1081 and All That: A Journey into Mathematics - David Acheson  
  
KS4 
How long is a piece of string? - Rob Eastaway and Jeremy Wyndham  
Why do Buses come in Threes? - Rob Eastaway and Jeremy Wyndham (Foundation KS4) 
Mathematics: The New Golden Age - Keith Devlin 
Fermat’s Last Theorem - Simon Singh 
The Code Book - Simon Singh 
Zero: The Nothing that is - Robert Kaplan (Above and Beyond)  
The Music of the Primes - Marcus du Sautoy (Above and Beyond) 
Mathematics Minus Fear by Lawrence Potter 

 


