
| Knowledge Organiser: Year 8 A Midsummer Night’s Dream | 

Subject Terminology and Key Words

1 Quotation - a group of words copied from a text or speech.

2 Context – relevant historical or cultural background.

3 Repetition - repeating an idea that has been previously been 
written for emphasis e.g. ‘Call you me fair? That fair again 
unsay.’

4 Themes - an idea that recurs in or pervades a work of art or 
literature e.g. love, order and disorder, appearance and reality.

5 Metaphor – something is described as being the thing it 
resembles, e.g. he is a shining star.

6 Patriarchy – a social system in which the power is held by men.

7 Imperative verbs - give commands, rather than make 
suggestions, e.g. ‘spurn me, strike me, neglect me, lose me.’

8 Betrothed – engaged to be married.

9 Conspire – seen to be acting together to do something bad.

10 Inferior – lower in status or quality.

11 Adamant – refusing to change your mind.

12 Entice – attract by offering something desirable.

Activities

1 20 minutes Read Theory

2 Write a short description of the main 
characters.

3 Using just 50 words write a summary of the 
play A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

4 Create a revision poster which is based on 
Helena, her personality, her relationships with 
others and how she grows as a person 
because of events in the play.

5 Revise the subject terminology for a test in 
class.

Comparative PEEL

1 Point What is the point you are 
making about the text?

2 Evidence Which quote are you using 
from the text?

3 Explanation Explain how your quotation 
supports your point

4 Language What words/phrases can you 
identify in your quote that 
further supports your point.  
Refer to subject terminology.  
Why is this language 
effective? What does it show 
or tell us about the character 
– their emotions and 
relationships?

5 Effect on reader How does it make the reader 
think or feel?

6 Historical
Context

Have you included references 
to the time period in which 
the play was written?

7 Comparison Have you made comparisons
between the two scenes?

Key Characters

Theseus (duke of 
Athens) and Hippolyta 
(queen of the Amazons)

The Lovers: Helena, 
Demetrius, Hermia and 
Lysander

Oberon and Titania 
(king and queen of the 
fairies).  

Bottom – one of the 
Craftsmen

Puck (Oberon’s servant) Egeus – Hermia’s father.


