
Typical dystopian features 
• Propaganda is used to control the citizens of society. 

• Information, independent thought and freedom are 

restricted. 

• A leader/concept is worshipped by the citizens of the 

society. 

• Citizens have a fear of the outside world. 

• Citizens live in a dehumanized state. 
• Citizens conform to uniform expectations. Individuality and 

dissent are bad. 
• The society is an illusion of a perfect utopian world. 

Typical dystopian 

settings
• Futuristic, industrial cities

• Destroyed natural habitat with 

little connection to nature

• High levels of surveillance

• Environments and weather that 
creates a strong sense of 
oppression or constraint

• Sectioned areas of cities or 
countries

BIG QUESTION: Orwell writes in 1984, “If you want a picture of the future, imagine a boot stamping on a human face – for 
ever.” Is this the true depiction of human life? Does this lead us to assume that humans have an ingrained capability to be evil?

Relevant vocabulary

Utopia

Dystopia

Dehumanising  
Totalitarian
Tyrannical

Oppressive

Liberation

Captive

Constrained

Censorship

Compliance

Propaganda

Revolution

Dissent
Compliance 
Apocalypse
Conformity

Free will

Democracy

Dysfunction 

Dehumanisation

Surveillance

Notable 
Dystopian novels
1984 – George Orwell 
Brave New World –
Aldous Huxley 
A Handmaid’s Tale -
Margaret Atwood 
The Hunger Games –
Suzanne Collins 
The Maze Runner –
James Dashner 
Noughts and Crosses –
Malorie Blackman
Divergent – Veronica 
Roth
Fahrenheit 451 – Ray 
Bradbury

Dystopian genre – what is it?
Genre: The word ‘genre’ comes from the Latin ‘genus’ which means ‘kind’. 
If you are asking what genre a text belongs to, is asking what kind of text it 
is. 

Utopia: Sir Thomas More, who coined the term, meant it as a pun on both 
the Greek words ‘no place’ – ‘outopos’ – and ‘good place’ – ‘eutopos’.

Dystopia: If ‘utopia’ represents an ideal or dream society, ‘dystopia’ is the 
word used to refer to an imagined nightmare world which is usually the 
world of the future. 

Totalitarianism: a political ideology in which all power is placed in the 
hands of a small minority or an individual. 

Role of Dystopian Literature in the modern day: With the increase of social 
media, public surveillance, fear over nuclear weaponry and an increased 
awareness of social issues such as racism, greed or poverty, writers have 
written about the extreme cases of controlling such issues.

Activities
1. Research: Choose a dystopian novel to research and find out 

the following: 
o Who wrote it?
o Where and when was it written?
o What was happening in that place and the world at 

that time?
o What was it about? What was its message? Is it still 

relevant today? 
2. Answer the following question: Why is it important for 

writers to produce dystopian texts? What impact do they 
have on society? 

3. Some of the most influential dystopian texts were banned 
when they were first written? Why do you think this was? 
What were the governments afraid of and what does this tell 
you about the importance and impact of dystopian texts?


