
David Cross Short Story Writing 
Competition

• David Cross  was a member of staff at Ibstock for 32 years –
first as a teacher of English, then as a Vice-Principal.

• David Cross was a master story teller. This skill prompted 
the College Governors to launch a story competition that 
would keep his name alive and remembered by successive 
generations of students.

• There is one winner and two runners-up. Each of these 
receives a glass trophy to keep and has their stories 
published in a booklet.

• Your stories can be hand written or word processed; if you 
choose to type them up you must bring a printed copy to 
school.



|      Knowledge Organiser : All Years - David Cross Short Story Competition
| 

Descriptive Techniques

1 Similes – when a comparison is made 
using ‘like’ or ‘as’
The car was as fast as a speeding 
bullet.

2 Metaphor – something is described 
as being the thing it resembles.
The car was a speeding bullet.

3 Personification – giving an inanimate 
object human qualities.
The trees danced.

4 Onomatopoeia – when a word 
sounds like the noise it describes.
‘plop’, ‘boom’, ‘crash’

5 Prepositions - locates where 
something is.
Above, inside, behind, in front, over 
…

6 Senses – these describe how we 
experience the world

7 Atmosphere - the feeling, emotion, 
or mood that an author creates in a
narrative through descriptive 
language.

8 Adjectives – a word used to describe 
a noun.
Sweet, refreshing lemonade.

Top Tips

1 Describe using the senses: see, hear, taste, 
touch and smell.

2 Use clear paragraphing

3 Add detail and description to develop your 
paragraphs.

4 Vary your sentence lengths and styles.

5 Use a variety of sentence openings.

6 Use carefully selected vocabulary for effect, use 
a thesaurus to help you.. Be descriptive e.g. 
include exciting adjectives, verbs and 
vocabulary

7 Use figurative language e.g. simlies and 
metaphors.

8 Power of three: a noun with one or more 
adjectives to describe it.
The cold, dark and miserable house…

9 Adverb: attached to a verb. Adverbs are used to 
show how something is being done.
He crept anxiously
The gates creaked ominously.

Adverbial opener: when an adverb is used at 
the start of a sentence for effect.
Angrily, she snatched the paper away.

10 Pathetic Fallacy – when the weather reflects 
the mood. This is great for creating atmosphere 
e.g. a stormy night for tension

Activities

1 Plan your story.  You need to consider: genre, opening 
and setting; your characters; developing the plot; 
resolution and ending.

2 Create a character profile for your main characters, so 
that they are convincing and well formed. Include facts 
and details about their families, relationships and 
personalities, as well as any past experiences or issues 
that might affect the story.

3 Write a gripping opening for your story,  establishing 
setting, atmosphere and mood.

4 Write an interesting well-crafted plot, including the top 
tips suggested in the middle column.

5 Think about your ending – a resolution, twist or a cliff-
hanger?

Check your spellings and make sure your writing makes 
sense, and that you have used punctuation and 
paragraphing accurately.

Suggestions

Accidents Illness Refugees

Family Disagreements A Newcomer Wartime

Leaving Home Science Fiction Captured

Runaways Lost Rescue or Escape

Natural Disasters A Surprise Phobias

Stalkers Homeless Science Fiction


