
Knowledge Organiser – Year 8 – Places and Perspectives

Key words and Poetic Techniques

1 Orientation Telling the reader who
was involved, what
happened and where the 
events took place.

2 Culture A general term for  the 
huge range of ideas, 
knowledge and beliefs 
that are generally shared 
by the people of a 
country or a race

3 Atmosphere The mood created from 
the description of a place

4 Sibilance Repetition of soft 
consonant sounds (such 
as ‘s’, ‘sh’, ‘ch’, ‘z’)

5 Personification Where an inanimate 
object is given human 
qualities (the trees 
danced)

6 Repetition Words or phrases 
repeated for a particular 
effect or for emphasis

7 Imagery When language creates 
images in the mind of the 
reader.

8 Compare and 
Contrast

Identifying differences 
and similarities in texts

9 Context Relevant background
information

Writing an essay using PEEL

POINT: The poet uses language to make the 
island seem bright and colourful.

EVIDENCE: For example he describes the ‘blue 
surf’ and the ‘emerald island’.

EXPLAIN: This creates  an image in the mind of 
the reader of a beautiful, vivid and sunny place.  
In addition, …..

LANGUAGE: The word ‘emerald’ suggests to the 
audience that the island man thinks of the 
island as …
EFFECT ON THE READER:  This makes the reader 
think/feel….
BIG PICTURE: (writers intent) Nichols is trying to 
…..

Techniques for writing assessment

1 Comparatives An adjective which compares 
one thing with another.
The fireplace is bigger than 
the last one.

2 Superlatives The strongest form of an 
adjective.
Most impressive

4 Simile Making a comparison 
between two things using 
‘like’ or ‘as’.
The car was as fast as a bullet.

5 Metaphor Describing one thing as 
something it resembles with 
‘is’ or ‘was’
The car was a speeding bullet.

6 Adjectives A word used to describe a 
noun.
Sweet, refreshing lemonade

7 Senses Describe using sight, taste, 
touch, smell and taste.  These 
describe how we see the 
world.

Activities

1 Learn the key words and poetic techniques 
for a class test.

2 Create a mind map of the cultural practices 
in other countries e.g. food, clothing etc.

3 Research 10 facts about Machu Picchu

3 Research and read at least two poems from 
other cultures and record their details in 
your book

4 Illustrate the images described in the poem 
Island Man.

5 20 minutes Read Theory

Things you will need to think about in order to write 
a description of Machu Picchu

1 The choice of detail and sensory words and 
phrases to make your description lively and 
interesting for the reader.

2 The thoughts and feelings to include to make 
your description convincing.

3 The way you are going to organise your 
description.


