
Reading



Why is it so important to read?



Reading makes you smarter… 

• Reading impacts how you perform in every subject

• Studies show that if you read, you will even do 

10% better in maths! 

• Science achievement: Researchers found that the 

strongest factor affecting pupils’ science scores is 

reading comprehension 

• Reading improves vocabulary by 26% regardless 

of background



• 20 minutes a day 

really does make a 

difference.

Year 7

Nationally 25% of 15-year-olds have a 
reading age of below 12.



Reading improves your confidence and mental health 
•Develops confidence and self-esteem (Andy McNab)

• [After reading his first book at the age of 16] "I can vividly remember the sense of pride 

and achievement I felt. It was meant for primary school children but I didn’t care ... From 

then on I read anything and everything I could get my hands on."

Helps you to deal with complex issues from the safe fictional 

environment of the book

• Children who read are three times more likely to have higher levels of mental wellbeing

Increases empathy

• research shows that young adults who read are more empathetic!  Through reading you 

learn about how characters think and feel, which helps you in real-life relationships.

It helps you to think about complex issues 

• life is sometimes difficult or sad for people here and around the globe.  The safe world of a 

book helps you to understand situations where things are confusing, terrifying, distressing, 

complicated or challenging.



Reading is 
enjoyable and 

relaxing!

• Reading opens up new worlds and 

widens horizons.

• It makes you laugh or cry.

• It helps you to escape from day-to-

day life.

• Entertainment

• It shocks you or warms your heart.

• When you feel confident about your reading, 

getting stuck into a book eases daily anxieties, 

takes you away to other places, people and 

times, it becomes enjoyable and brings joy.



Benefits of Reading for 
Pleasure
• Improves reading attainment and writing ability

• Supports text comprehension and improves grammar

• Breadth of vocabulary

• Greater self confidence as a reader

• Pleasure in reading in later life

• Greater level of general knowledge

• A better understanding of other cultures

• Community participation

• A greater insight into human nature and decision making



How can you find books 
to enjoy?
• Find a book with a connection to something you 

love (fiction or non-fiction)

• Ask for a recommended reads list, or ask your 

teacher or the librarian for ideas

• Read the book version of a movie

• Try graphic novels or funny books

• Go to a library or book shop, look at the covers and 

read the blurbs



Don’t just take my word for it.





How is reading 
being supported 

across the college?



Reading 
Questionnaire

’Show the people that don't like 
reading the positives of reading 
and find books that they will 
enjoy reading.’

‘provide more help for people 
who can't or don't like to read’



Library

• Open lunchtimes

• Look through a wide range of books

• Read lots of blurbs

• Find a book for you



Tutor Reading Programme
‘In listening to and following a text read aloud by a 
more capable reader, who provides scaffolding, a 
less fluent reader can experience autonomy and 
fluency and bypass frustrating ‘sticking points’ at 
phonemic, semantic or word level to focus on 
comprehension.’  

Wood et al 1976



Paired Reading 
Programme
• Tuesday and Fridays during registration

• Reading ambassadors have been been paired with 

students to help them improve their reading and gain 

confidence in reading.

• Dedication, effort and commitment has been 

phenomenal, proud of all involved.

• Reading ambassadors feel they are making a difference

• Reading students are feeling their reading is improving 

and their confidence is growing.



Sharing what 
we are 

reading



Addition to 
the website.
Find 
information 
here







What are you reading?

Research suggests that a child who develops 
a love for reading can benefit from more 
educational success than their family’s socio-
economic background (OECD, 2002)

Children who read for pleasure have 
enhanced levels of text comprehension, an 
increased knowledge of grammar and also 
show improvement in their writing (National 
Literacy Trust, 2006)



Support each other in reading for 
pleasure – Book Recommendations

• Name

• Title

• Author

• Genre

• Summary of the plot (no spoilers)

• Characters

• Overall review

• Rate your novel out of 5

Ideas for what to include 
in your review to the 
website under reading 
for pleasure to help you 
get started.

Email your review to 
m.hayles@ibstockcollege.co.uk
Reviews will then be uploaded to the 
website.
All reviews handed in will receive a 
reward as a thank you for sharing your 
suggestions which can help to inspire 
others to read for pleasure ☺

mailto:m.hayles@ibstockcollege.co.uk


When the World was Ours by Liz Kessler
• Genre – Historical fiction – set during WWII in Vienna in 1936, inspired by a true story.

• Summary of the plot: three young best friends, spend a perfect day together, unaware of the unrest that is growing around 

them and how they will be cruelly ripped apart from one another.  Their lives take them across Europe, will they find their 

way back to each other?

• Leo, Elsa and Max are three young children who have a developed a strong friendship since starting school, they do not 

see their differences.  However, two are Jewish and their fates are very different from the third character whose father is a

well-respected soldier in the German army.

• If you are interested in WWII, you will definitely enjoy this book.  Each character goes on a very different journey and the 

novel switches between each character which keeps you interested and keeps you guessing as to what will happen to 

them next.

• It’s different to other WWII fiction novels I have read as it highlights the persecution of Jewish people and life in the 

concentration camps.  It is quite an emotional novel, particularly the ending, I think this is heightened because the novel is 

based on a true story.  All the characters have a different journey to share which makes you consider how their journey was 

affecting them, you feel emotionally connected to them.  The ending was powerful and a reminder of how cruel war can 

be.

• Overall, I would give the novel 4.5 out of 5, well worth a read. Your recommendation does not have 
to be an essay.



Why read?

• Still not sure?

• Need more persuading?

• I’ll let these students tell you

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3krHQmOsR4
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3krHQmOsR44

