
| KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER: Year 9 English – Reading in depth | 

Vocabulary and Subject Terminology

1 Breadwinner A person who earns 
money to support 
their family; typically 
the sole one.

2 Patriarchal Society Social system where 
men are dominate and 
in control.

3 Malnourished Poor health caused by 
not having enough 
food.

4 Emasculation Deprived of his male 
role or identity.

5 Contemptuous Feeling or expressing 
deep hatred or 
disapproval.

6 Comparison A consideration of the 
similarities and 
differences between 
two things or people.

7 Context When a text was 
written, what society 
was like at the time, 
what influenced the 
writer?

8 Analyse Examine in detail

9 Sibilance Repetition of soft 
consonant sounds 
(such as ‘s’, ‘sh’, ‘ch’, 
‘z’)

Activities
1 Research life in Victorian England, 

focus particularly on what life was 
like for poorer families.

2 Write a detailed PEEL paragraph on 
the father in ‘The Breadwinner’.  
Remember to include historical 
context.

3 Create a revision poster which 
explores the mother’s in both 
stories.  Make sure you are looking 
at similarities and differences, and 
include quotations from both texts.

4 Using just 50 words for each one, 
write a summary of ‘The 
Breadwinner’ and ‘Weep Not My 
Wanton’.

5 20 minutes Read Theory

This unit will help you to:

1 Understand and interpret the detail 
of a text.

2 Use detail from a text when 
answering questions.

3 Develop your personal response to 
a text.

4 Compare characters in a text.

Comparative PEEL

1 Point What is the point you are 
making about the text?

2 Evidence Which quote are you 
using from the text?

3 Explanation Explain how your 
quotation supports your
point

4 Language What words/phrase can 
you identify in your 
quote that further 
supports your point.  
Refer to subject 
terminology.  Why is this 
language effective?  
What does it tell us 
about the 
character/story/author?

5 Effect on 
reader

How does it make the 
reader think or feel?

6 Historical
Context

Have you included
references to the time 
period in which the story 
was written?

7 Comparison Have you made 
comparisons between 
the two texts?


