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Of Mice and Men
- John Steinbeck Term Definition

Figurative
language

When writers use similes, metaphors 
or personification to describe 
something in a non-literal way.

Metaphor When you say something is 
something else but you know it can’t 
be - “she is a star!”

Simile When you compare two things using 
‘as’ or ‘like’ - “as brave as a lion”.

Personification Giving an inanimate object human 
qualities.

Zoomorphism Giving a human animal qualities.

Setting Where the novel takes place.

Emotive 
language

Language used to create a particular 
emotion in the reader.

Semantic field A group of words in the poem that
are all about the same thing/idea.

Symbolism Items being used to represent ideas 
or qualities.

Foreshadowing When a writer hints at a future event.

A sense of 
foreboding

When the writing creates a feeling 
that something bad is going to 
happen.

Indirect 
characterisation

How a character speaks and acts in a 
way that shows us what they are like.

Direct 
characterisation

When a writer tells the reader 
explicitly what a character is like.

Pathetic fallacy Giving human qualities/emotions to 
animals or other features of nature, 
e.g. the weather.

Quote
"“A guy needs somebody―to be near him. A guy goes nuts if he 
ain't got nobody. Don't make no difference who the guy is, long's 
he's with you. I tell ya, I tell ya a guy gets too lonely an' he gets 
sick.”  - Crooks

“George's voice became deeper. He repeated his words 
rhythmically as though he had said them many times before. 'Guys 
like us, that work on ranches, are the loneliest guys in the world. 
They got no family. They don't belong no place. They come to a 
ranch an' work up a stake, and the first thing you know they're 
poundin' their tail on some other ranch. They ain't got nothing to 
look ahead to.” 

“I ought to of shot that dog myself, George. I shouldn't ought to of 
let no stranger shoot my dog.”  - Candy

“Lennie said quietly, "It ain't no lie. We're gonna do it. Gonna get a 
little place an' live on the fatta the lan'.”

“They come, an' they quit an' go on; an' every damn one of 'em's
got a little piece of land in his head. An' never a God damn one of 
'em ever gets it.” 

Term Definition

Wall Street 
Crash

A big financial crisis in America 
in the 1930s. 

Migrant worker Men who travelled around the 
country looking for work. 

Dust bowl
Severe weather that caused 
damage to a lot of land and 
made it dusty and unusable. 

The Great 
Depression

The problems caused by the 
Wall Street Crash such as high 
unemployment and low wages 
for workers. This caused 
widespread poverty. 

Racism

A system where people are 
persecuted because of their 
race. The racism we see in ‘Of 
Mice and Men’ is against 
Crooks – a black man.

Sexism A system where women are 
treated as the inferior sex.

Ageism
A system where older people 
are treated in an inferior way 
because of their age. 

Patriarchy A society where men hold the 
power.

Soledad The Spanish word for 
‘loneliness’. 

The American 
Dream

The idea that every citizen can 
work hard to achieve their 
dream of having a good job and 
a good house. 

Companionship The enjoyment of spending time 
with someone else.

Main characters
Character Description
George 
Milton

A migrant worker who travels with – and 
looks after – Lennie.

Lennie 
Small

A migrant worker who has learning 
difficulties and travels round with George.

Candy
An old man who has been a migrant 
worker for his whole life. He injured his 
hand in a farm accident.

Curley
The son of the boss. He enjoys boxing and 
keeps one of his hands in a glove full of 
Vaseline to keep it soft for his wife.

Curley’s 
Wife

She is married to Curley – we never find
out her real name.

Crooks
A black man who is the stable-hand. He 
has a crooked back. He experiences 
racism throughout the book.

Slim The “jerkline skinner” on the farm. He is 
described as “the prince of the ranch”,


