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Subject Terminology amd Key Words

1 Fact – something that can be proven to be true – these often contain 
dates

2 Opinion – someone’s point of view

3 Theory - A suggestion using evidence to show their point of view could
be correct.

4 Empathy – imagining what it feels like to be someone else and see things 
from their point of view

5 Groundling – people who went to see Shakespeare’s plays who watched 
from a standing position around the stage. This was the cheapest way to 
see a play.

6 Gallants – richer people who would go to watch the plays

7 Gallery – seats that were higher up in the theatres around the sides.

8 Cut-purse – someone who would steal money at the theatre (like a 
pickpocket)

9 Elizabethan England – the time when Elizabeth 1st was Queen of England  
(1558-1603)

10 Chronological order – the order in which things happened

11 Player – an actor

Activities

1 20 minutes Read Theory

2 Write a short description of a main character
that Shakespeare created

3 Research a play that Shakespeare wrote –
include characters and the main plot details.

4 Create a revision poster about Shakespeare’s life

5 Revise the subject terminology for a test in class.

Famous Quotes
1. ‘To be, or not to be: that is the question’ (Hamlet Act 3, Scene 
1)
2. ‘All the world ‘s a stage, and all the men and women merely 
players. They have their exits and their entrances; And one man 
in his time plays many parts.’
(As You Like it Act 2, Scene 7)
3. ‘Romeo, Romeo! wherefore art thou Romeo?’ (Romeo and 
Juliet Act 2, Scene 2)
4. ‘Now is the winter of our discontent’
(Richard III Act 1, Scene 1)
5. ‘Is this a dagger which I see before me, the handle toward my 
hand?’
(Macbeth Act 2, Scene 1)
6. ‘Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have 
greatness thrust upon them.’ (Twelfth Night Act 2, Scene 5)

Key dates

1 26th April 1564 Baptised in the parish church of 
Stratford

2 November 
1583

Married Anne Hathaway

3 May 1583 Daughter Susanna born

4 1585 Twins Hamnet and Judith born

5 1592 Had left Stratford for London and 
started to write plays

6 1594 Became a leading actor in a group of 
actors called ‘The Lord Chamberlain’s 
Men’

7 1594-95 Wrote Romeo and Juliet

8 1595-96 Wrote ‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’

9 1596 Hamnet died aged 11

10 1597 Bought ‘New Place’ (a house) in 
Stratford

11 1599 Globe Theatre built in London

12 1599-1600 Wrote ‘Twelfth Night’

13 1600 Wrote ‘Hamlet’

14 1605-6 Wrote ‘Macbeth’

15 25th March 
1616

Shakespeare made his will

16 23rd April 1616 Shakespeare died
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