
Key Terms

Louisiana 
Purchase

The purchase of Western 
territory from the French

The Gold Rush Americans found that Gold 
was in California and there 
was a rush to acquire it

The Oregon Trail A wagon route through 
America allowing the 
transportation of goods and 
migration

Manifest Destiny An idea that America is 
destined to expand and 
spread Capitalism

Jim Crow Laws State and local laws that 
enforced racial segregation

Contraband Goods that have been 
imported illegally

The Westward expansion had a devastating effect on Native Americans. 
The Native American Plains Tribes were a mix of various tribes who had 
their own communities, cultures and languages. Native Americans were 
pushed onto reservations by the US Government in a way to try and contain 
them, yet preserve their tribes. The White Americans regarded the Natives 
with suspicion and distrust as they lived very differently to them. Native 
Americans believed land to be free and not able to be bought or sold, 
whereas White Americans claimed land and believed this to be natural. The 
differences in cultures and lifestyles meant that Native Americans were 
forced aside and overpowered by White Americans.

By 1860, America was a vastly divided nation. By 1807, the International 
Slave Trade had ceased but America continued enslaving African-American 
people. As the 1800s progressed, more and more abolitionists found their 
voice and there was outcry for slavery to be abolished. Due to these 
attitudes the North and South of America started to separate from each 
other- with the North becoming more anti-slavery and the south pro-
slavery. The North had more cities and urbanisation so did not rely on 
slavery for money. In the South, the main source of income was from 
plantations (e.g cotton and tobacco). President Lincoln was a southerner, and 
not completely anti-slavery. Lincoln took a stance that each state should be 
able to decide themselves if they allowed slavery and the newly acquired far 
Western region should not be allowed slavery at all. This tension started to 
build after Lincoln’s election in 1960 and southern slave states joined 
together to become the Confederacy.

Reconstruction Era
This is the period following the Civil War from 1865-
1877. Lincoln’s successor was a Democrat who 
supported slavery and did not support complete 
freedom- the opposite to Lincoln by this point. Post-
war founded three American memories, the White 
Supremacist who wanted to preserve White rights and 
enact Segregation. The reconciliationist who focused 
on healing the nation after the devastation of the war 
and finally, the emancipationist who sought complete 
freedom for African Americans and equal rights. The 
main focus for America during this period was to unite 
the North and South and find a way to be the USA. 
Whilst slavery was abolished in 1865, Black Americans 
were not afforded equal freedom to White Americans. 
Individual states put segregation in place, ensuring 
Black Americans had to sign labour documents forcing 
their service for a year and some of the most racist 
times America had ever seen came about- The Jim 
Crow Law.

It must be noted that the Republican and Democratic 
parties were different to how we know them today. 
Democrats were more capitalist and Republicans 
incorporated more social policies
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American Westward expansion started to happen around 1803. The President, Thomas Jefferson
negotiated a treaty to buy the Louisiana Territory, effectively doubling the size of America. The
expansion was fuelled by various events such as The Gold Rush, The Oregon Trail and ’Manifest
Destiny’. The West was seen as a new and attractive place to live with new opportunities and cities
arising that had more potential than the current over-populated East. The Panic of 1837 was a financial
crisis that created a major depression that lasted until the 1940s, prices went up and wages went
down. Unemployment soared!

Suggested Reading
The Fiery Trial by Eric Foner

Race and Reunion: The Civil War in 
American Memory by David Blight

African Americans were allowed to join the war to fight for both sides but their experiences were vastly 
different. Most Black Confederate troops were forced into low paying non-combat work and scarcely paid. The 
Union had a regiment specifically for African American soldiers and some were awarded for their actions and 
service. Many inexperienced slaves from the South escaped to join the Union army as they were declared free 
on the grounds of contraband of war.

Key Battles

Battle of Bull Run First major battle. 
Confederate victory due to 
Union disorganisation.

Fort Donelson Union victory which showed 
how successful Ulysses S. 
Grant would be.

Antietam Most historians believe this 
to be a stalemate, but the 
Union claimed victory.

Chancellorsville Confederacy victory. Robert 
E. Lee became famous for 
splitting his army in two.

Vicksburg Union win which gave control 
of the Mississippi river.

Gettysburg Union win which slaughtered 
1/3 of Lee’s army.

Atlanta Union victory- boosted morale 
and re-elected Lincoln as 
President.


