
Key Terms

Witan Anglo-Saxon council

Claimants People who could claim 
connections to the throne

Invasion An unwelcome intrusion into 
another’s domain

Conquest The assumption of control of 
a place or people by military 
force

Feudalism A system of land ownership 
and control

Legacy Something that is long lasting

Motte and Bailey Temporary, wooden castles

Stone Keeps These replaced the Motte 
and Bailey castles

Control The power or influence over 
something/someone

Changes Different to before

Continuity Things that have stayed the 
same

Causation The act of causing something

Domesday Book A way to record the wealth 
and belongings of people

Tyrant A cruel and oppressive ruler

Harrying of the North: took place over the winter of 1069–70, and saw William’s knights lay waste to 
Yorkshire and neighbouring shires. Entire villages were razed and their inhabitants killed, livestock 
slaughtered and stores of food destroyed. This scorched-earth operation is one of the defining 
episodes of the Conquest, not just from a military-political perspective but also in terms of how it has 
shaped modern perceptions of the Normans as a tyrannical and merciless warrior class.

Control: Once William had 
finally won the throne, he 
needed ways to control the 
English as he knew that he 
didn’t have enough of his own 
men. He very quickly build lots 
of castles called Motte and 
Bailey castles and later on 
replaced them with Stone 
Keeps. 
William also began the 
Domesday Book, or the ‘Great 
Survey’ in order to work out 
how much to tax the people.

Feudalism: is a system of land ownership and duties. It 
was mostly used in the Middle Ages and was brought to 
England with the Normans. With feudalism, all the land 
in a kingdom belonged to the king. However, the king 
would give some of the land to the lords or nobles who 
fought for him. 
Under feudalism, taxed were not paid with money. They 
were paid in products and services.
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1066: It is the year 1066. King Edward the Confessor has died. He has left no heir. England faces a
crisis – there is no clear candidate for king. There were 3 claimants to the throne, Harold Godwinson,
William of Normandy and Harald Hardrada. Each had their own claims and links to the English throne,
and all were prepared to fight for it.
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Battle of Hastings: In the early morning of 
14 October 1066, two great armies prepared 
to fight for the throne of England. On a 
hilltop 7 miles from Hastings were the forces 
of Harold, who had been crowned king nine 
months earlier. Facing them on the far side 
of the valley below were the troops of Duke 
William of Normandy, who believed he was 
the rightful king. By the end of the day, 
thousands lay dead on the battlefield, and 
the victorious William was one step nearer to 
seizing the throne.

Changes: The Norman Conquest changed the face of 
England forever. 
• 6 out of 10 words come from the Norman language, 

French! 
• William reorganised the church in England. He 

brought men from France to be bishops and abbots. 
He build great cathedrals and huge monasteries. 

• The status of women in the Anglo-Saxon period had 
been relatively high, with the opportunity for rights 
in land ownership for example. However, the feudal 
system introduced by the Normans reversed these 
changes.

• William altered the ways wealth was inherited.
• He began to create a two-tier parliamentary system.
• William created a new landscape by building castles.


