
Key Terms

Segregation Keeping someone or 
something apart from others.

Rosa Parks An African-American activist 
who pioneered the Bus 
Boycott.

Emmett Till A teenage boy lynched by 
White Americans brutally.

Lynched Murder for an alleged 
offense without trial.

Double Jeopardy Not being able to punish a 
person twice for the same 
offense.

Boycott Withdrawing from a country, 
organisation or person as a 
protest for actions.

Assassinated Murdering of someone by 
sudden or secret attack, 
usually due to political ideas.

Black Panther 
Party

A political organisation 
created to promote equality.

Civil Rights The rights of a citizen to 
political and social freedom 
and equality.

There were lots of events that helped to create equality for African 
Americans by the end of the 1960s. One of the catalysts for this movement 
was the lynching of Emmett Till. Emmett till was murdered by two white men 
at the age of 14 for apparently flirting with one of the men’s wife.  The 
murderers were found not guilty for the murder by an all-white jury. The 
men later confessed to the murder as they were protected by ‘double 
jeopardy’.

Events started to happen all across America with some notable ones in 
Alabama. The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Freedom Rides focused 
heavily on desegregating public transport meaning that Black people did not 
have to sit at the back of the bus or give their seats up to White people. 
They were successful in this and the Supreme Court ruled segregation on 
public transport to be unconstitutional.
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The Civil Rights movement was a struggle for social justice throughout the 1950s and 1960s for Black
Americans. They aimed to gain equal rights that would be protected and enacted by the United States
law. Whilst the Civil War had abolished slavery, the discrimination against Black people continued. The
Jim Crow Laws were state and local laws that enforced racial segregation in America (predominantly the
South). Black people could not use the same bathroom, hospitals, schools and often had to let a White
person take their seat on the bus or let them cut in front of them in a queue.
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Ella Baker and the Black Freedom Movement: 

A Radical Democratic Vision by Barbara 
Ransby

In Struggle: SNCC and the Black Awakening 
of the 1960s by Clayborne Carson

Simple Justice: The History of Brown v 
Board of Education and Black America’s 
Struggle for Equality by Richard Kluger

Martin Luther King
An American Baptist minister and activist who 
became the leader of the Civil Rights movement 
until he was assassinated in 1968.  King believed 
in non-violent protesting and planned marches, 
sit-ins and speeches to gain equality for Black 
people. The most famous moment that King is 
remembered for is his ‘I have a dream’ speech 
where he outlines the life he hopes Black and 
White people can share alongside each other.

Malcolm X
An African-American Muslim minister and activist who became 
associated with the Civil Rights movement until his 
assassination in 1965. Malcolm X was known for being 
outspoken against King’s non-violent methods and believed that 
retaliating with violence could sometimes be necessary. 
Malcolm X is heavily regarded as supporting black supremacy 
which meant that Black people were better than White people. 
Malcolm X supported separation over segregation but he did 
not believe that White and Black people could live together in 
the same society.

Civil Rights Act, 1964
This act was signed by President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1964. The Act 
prohibited discrimination in public places, provided integration of schools 
and other public spaces, and made employment discrimination illegal. This 
was the biggest Civil Rights legislation since Reconstruction. 

Brown V Board of Education of Topeka was a decision in 1954 that declared racial 
segregation in schools to be unequal and unconstitutional. This landmark decision 
passed 9 votes to 0 and spurred on a lot of the Civil Right events. This decision 
showed that there was space for change and the Supreme Court were recognising
that separate was not equal. The case originated in 1951 when the public school 
district in Topeka, Kansas refused to enroll the daughter of Black resident Oliver 
Brown at the school closest to where they lived and required her to travel to a 
Black elementary school further away. This led to Americans starting to see that 
Black schools were underfunded, overcrowded and in states of despair.

The Little Rock Nine were a group of nine Black students who were the first to 
join a previously all-White school in Little Rock, Arkansas (1957). This was a test 
to see if Brown v. Board had been implemented and how White people would 
respond. The Governor of Arkansas called in the national guard to block the 
students from getting into the school, so the President sent federal troops to 
assist them into the school. The students were interviewed before joining by 
members of Black Civil Rights group to ensure they had the mental determination 
to deal with the racism they were about to deal with. One of the girls was spat 
on by a White adult woman and she was followed by White adults and children 
who shouted abuse at her.


