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Key Terms

Terrorist A person who uses violence and 
threats to intimidate or coerce, 
especially for political purposes. 

Catholic A type of Christianity with 
different beliefs and practices to 
Protestantism.

Kamikaze Pilots in Japan during WW2 who 
deliberately crashed planes in to 
enemy targets, usually killing 
themselves.

White 
Supremacy 

A form of racism based upon the 
belief that white people are 
superior to other races. 

Citizenship The position or status of being a 
citizen of a particular country. In 
the UK, this gives you access to 
education, medical treatment and 
other things. 

Extremism The holding of extreme political or 
religious views

Radicalisation The process by which people come 
to support terrorism

Revoked To have something removed or 
taken away from you. 

Stereotyping Assuming something about someone 
without any basis, based on a 
characteristic of a person, such as 
age, religion, gender etc. 

Terrorism is the act of using unlawful violence against people or property to achieve social or political 
goals. Organizations who are viewed as terrorists include Guy Fawkes and the gunpowder plotters, the 
Suffragettes, and more recent organizations such as Al-Qaeda. The Gunpowder plotters attempted to 
blow up the Houses of Parliament and kill everyone inside. This was due to unfair treatment of Catholics 
by King James I. 

Kamikaze were Japanese suicide pilots who attacked Allied warships in the Pacific Ocean during the Second World War. 
The majority of these pilots were aged between 18 and 24. Some volunteered, but others were forced.
The Ku Klux Klan was a racist group established by people who believed in white supremacy and wanted to see black people 
remaining slaves. It began in the southern states at the end of the American Civil War in 1865. The KKK discriminated 
against black people, Roman Catholics, Jews and Mexicans and often killed black people by hanging without trial (lynching) 
– Rope Law. Sometimes the local police could not protect the victims and even took part in the killings.

On September 11th 2001, 19 hijackers took control of four planes. Two of the aircraft were deliberately flown into the 
main two towers (the Twin Towers) of the World Trade Centre in New York, with a third hitting the Pentagon in Virginia. 
The fourth plane never reached its intended target, crashing in Pennsylvania. Suspicion soon fell on terrorist group; al-
Qaeda founded in 1988 and led by Osama Bin Laden. Following the attacks, on Sept. 20, 2001, President Bush delivered a 
speech to America that rallied support for the “War on Terror,” which would eventually lead to the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

The Incel movement is a movement of men who blame women and feminism for not being able to be part of a 
relationship. This has led to people forming and sharing extremely concerning views and opinions, such as expressing 
desires to deliberately hurt women, commit sexual violence, and a belief that women should be forced to be 
subservient to men. 

Suggested Reading

• Lies We Tell Ourselves by Robin 
Talley

Radicalisation is when people start to support extremist or terrorist 
organisations. This can often happen online, and those who try to radicalise 
young people often try and isolate them from family and friends. If you are 
concerned about radicalisation then you can find more information and support 
at childline.org.uk.


