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History Knowledge Organiser
Key Terms

Pilgrimage a journey, especially a long one, 
made to some sacred place as an 
act of religious devotion

Empire an extensive group of states or 
countries ruled over by a single 
monarch, an oligarchy, or a 
sovereign state

Crusade a war instigated for alleged 
religious ends.

Holy Land is an area roughly located between 
the Jordan River and 
the Mediterranean Sea. 
Jews, Christians, and Muslims all 
regard it as holy.

Golden Age an idyllic, often imaginary past time of 
peace, prosperity, and happiness.

Military 
Order

a Christian religious society of 
knights. The original military 
orders were the Knights Templar, 
the Knights Hospitaller and the 
Teutonic Knights. They survived 
beyond the Crusades and became 
staples of Western society as well 
as in the East.

The relationship between Christians and Muslims in the Holy Land was not 
always hostile. People of different religions lived in the same towns, traded 
with each other and exchanged ideas. Some of the greatest scholars in the 
world lived in the Muslim world and the Christians were keen to learn from 
them. 
The 'Islamic world' was not a single state in the Middle Ages, but the 
different countries which formed it had many things in common. The Islamic 
world was much more advanced and larger than the western world. 
• It stretched from India to Spain. 
• Muslim traders travelled to places as far apart as the Sahara, South 

Africa, China, Scandinavia and Russia.
• Muslims traded high-quality goods such as silk, carpets, ivory and spices.
• Knowledge of science and medicine in the Islamic world was far more 

sophisticated than in Western Europe.

Suggested Reading:
• The Boy Knight: A Tale 

of the Crusades by 
G.A.Henty

The Crusades were a series of religious wars initiated, supported, and sometimes directed by the Latin 
Church (e.g Pope Urban II) in the medieval period. The term refers especially to the Eastern 
Mediterranean campaigns in the period between 1096 and 1271 that had the objective of recovering 
the Holy Land from Islamic rule. In the 7th Century, Muslims took control of Jerusalem. For over 400 
years they allowed Christian pilgrims to visit the city and Jewish people to live there if they paid an 
extra tax. 

However, in 1071 a group of Muslims called the Seljuk Turks took control of Jerusalem. They stopped pilgrimages and attacked the Christian Byzantine 
Empire in the east. 
In 1095, Pope Urban II promised to help the Byzantine emperor. He called on Christians to win back Jerusalem from the Muslims. He promised that their sins 
would be forgiven if they did. The result was a holy war that became known as the First Crusade.
The First Crusade was an unexpected event for contemporary chroniclers, but historical analysis demonstrates it had its roots in developments earlier in the 
11th century. The First Crusade was an unprecedented success, much to the surprise of the Christians and Muslims. Christians remained in control of 
Jerusalem until 1187 when it fell at the Battle of Hattin. Christians had a monarchy set up in Jerusalem and full civilisations. When Jerusalem fell, Richard 
the Lionheart undertook the Third Crusade to (unsuccessfully) reclaim it.

Medieval Europe was a male-dominated society and the Crusades were seen as men’s business.
From the Church’s perspective, women were a hindrance in the crusading army. They may slow the army down and could 
cause problems if taken captive. The Church banned single women from taking the cross and discouraged wives from 
accompanying their husbands. TA number of women took the cross and battled the Muslims, some with their husbands, 
some without; numerous royal women fought as Crusaders, and at least one against them.


