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History Knowledge Organiser Key Terms

Empire An empire is a collection of tribes, 
regions, territories, states or even 
countries that are ruled over and 
controlled by one leader or 
“mother” country. 

Colony A colony is the area controlled by 
the “mother country.” 

Civilisation the stage of human social and 
cultural development and 
organization that is considered 
most advanced.

Legacy Make an impact at the time and 
still makes an impact today.

Aboriginal 
Australian 

Aboriginal Australians 
comprise many distinct 
peoples who have developed across 
Australia for over 50,000 years. 
These peoples have a broadly 
shared, though complex, genetic 
history, but it is only in the last 
two hundred years that they have 
been defined and started to self-
identify as a single group.

Gandhi This is Mahatma Gandhi (1869-
1948). 
He was an extraordinary man who 
spent the last 27 years of his life 
trying to force the British out of 
India. 

Between 1497 and 1763, English seamen reached places Europeans had 
not previously been. Britain then set up colonies and used them to trade 
all over the world. However, the British used violence to take over these 
lands, many people were enslaved as a result of the expansion of the 
empire. In 1497, only five years after Christopher Columbus sailed to the 
Caribbean the Italian explorer John Cabot, with the approval of Henry 
VIII and financed by English merchants, reached Canada.
The first English colonies were formed in North America - in 1585, Sir 
Walter Raleigh organised a small settlement at Roanoke in Virginia, but it 
failed and in 1607, the Virginia Company founded a permanent colony at 
Jamestown in Virginia. After 1612, the East India Company began to 
build up a small empire of trading posts in India.

The British Empire comprised of Britain, the 'mother country', and the colonies, countries ruled to some 
degree by and from Britain. In the 16th century Britain began to establish overseas colonies. By 1783, 
Britain had built a large empire with colonies in America and the West Indies.

In the century 1815–1914, 10 million square miles of territory and 400 
million people were added to the British Empire. By the British Empire 
Exhibition of 1924, Britain controlled a worldwide empire which covered 
a fifth of the land in the world.
Many British people at the time took great pride in the British Empire 
and their power. However, this was not a view shared by the people of 
the colonised lands. Many people living in British colonies faced political 
and economic inequality and the decline of their culture and religion. In 
India the rule of the Mughal dynasty which had lasted since the 1500s 
came to an end in 1857. In Australia, violence, disease and inequality 
contributed to a decline in the Aboriginal population by 90% by the 
1920s.

The Empire brought blood and suffering to 
millions, but it also brought railways, roads and 
education.
For good or ill, much of the world is the way it 
is today because of the Empire, from the way it 
looks, to the sports people play, from the 
religion we practise, to the language we speak.

Queen Victoria’s aim 
for the Empire. Did 

the Empire succeed?

Protect the poor 
natives and to 

advance civilisation 

Suggested Reading:
• A Passage to India by 

E. M. Forster
• The Scarlett Letter by 

Nathaniel Hawthorne
• Inglorious Empire by 

Shashi Tharoor

India
The British were able to take control of India mainly 
because India was not united. The British signed treaties 
and made military and trading alliances with many of the 
independent states that made up India. The British were 
very effective at infiltrating these states and gradually 
taking control. They often left the local princes in charge 
of the various parts of India. These local princes were 
effective at maintaining British rule and gained much 
from being loyal to the British.
Not all Indian people were happy being ruled by the 
British and the largest rebellion against British rule took 
place in 1857-58, known as the Indian Mutiny. The 
rebellion lasted for about 18 months and was brutal and 
vicious.

Australia
Britain’s first contact with 
Australia came with Captain Cook’s 
voyage in 1770. He landed in 
Australia and claimed it as a 
British territory. The process of 
colonisation began in 1788. A fleet 
of 11 ships, containing 736 
convicts, some British troops and a 
governor set up the first colony of 
New South Wales.
The Aboriginal Australians 
suffered greatly as a result of the 
arrival of the British in Australia. 
In the late 1700s it is estimated 
there were 750,000 Aborigines 
which declined to approximately 
6,000 by the 1920s.
There were violent clashes 
between the Aborigines and the 
British in the early years. However, 
most deaths were caused by 
diseases brought over by the 
Europeans. 


