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Vocabulary & Subject 
Terminology

1 Setting – 1. An environment or 
surrounding in which an event or 
story takes place. 2. The time that 
it takes place.

2 Atmosphere - the feeling, emotion, 
or mood that an author creates in a 
narrative through descriptive 
language.

3 Suspense – is how a writer leaves 
the reader wanting more 
information.

4 Tension – the part of a novel that 
creates worry, anxiety, fear and 
stress for the reader and the 
characters in a novel.

5 Pathetic fallacy – when the natural 
world, such as the weather, is 
treated as though it has human 
emotions e.g. Angry winds

6 Adjectives – to add description and 
create tension.

7 Imagery – language which creates
images in the mind of the reader.

8 Similes – included to create an 
image in the mind of the reader.

Examples of Gothic Literature

1 The Castle of Otranto – Horace Walpole, 
1765 

2 Frankenstein – Mary Shelley, 1818

3 The Hunchback of Notre Dame – Victor 
Hugo, 1831

4 The Raven – Edgar Allen Poe, 1845

5 Wuthering Heights – Emily Bronte, 1847

6 The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
– R.L. Stevenson, 1887

7 The Picture of Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde, 
1890

8 Dracula – Bram Stoker, 1897

9 The Woman in Black – Susan Hill, 1983

10 The Graveyard Book, Neil Gaiman 208

PEEL

1 Point What is the point you are 
making about the text?

2 Evidence Which quote are you 
using from the text?

3 Explanation Explain how your 
quotation supports your
point

4 Language What words/phrase can 
you identify in your quote 
that further supports 
your point.  Refer to 
subject terminology.  Why 
is this language effective?  
What does it tell us about 
the 
character/story/author?

5 Effect on 
reader

How does it make the 
reader think or feel?
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Key Genre Features

1 Wild and remote places

2 Dark and gloomy settings

3 Graveyards, tombs and corpses

4 Family curses and dark secrets

5 Supernatural powers

6 Mysterious and frightening creatures, people or ghosts.

7 Old, ruined, isolated castles and mansions, often with secret 
passages and mysterious towers

8 Science used for evil and disastrous purposes

9 Worrying and unusual natural events (storms, full moon, etc.)

Gothic - Context

1 The Gothic novel was popular in the 18th to early 19th centuries, characterized by an atmosphere of mystery and horror 
and with an almost medieval setting

2 Gothic fiction was a branch of the larger Romantic movement that sought to stimulate strong emotions in the reader –
fear and worry.

3 In Gothic fiction atmosphere is very important and writers use setting and speech to build suspense and a sense of unease 
in the reader.

5 Big question: why is a genre that is so frightening so popular?

Frankenstein - Context

1 In the 18th century, people were very religious so the 
idea of a character playing God was scary to them, so 
Shelley used this idea to create Frankenstein.

2 Mary was influenced by the scientific revolution of the 
time.  She heard of one man who wired a criminal’s 
corpse to a battery so that his jaw appeared to move 
and a fist to clench.

3 Romanticism was an intellectual, artistic, and 
literary movement that peaked in Europe. She wrote 
Frankenstein after Byron, a poet, introduced a 
challenge as to who - Percy, Mary or Byron, could 
write the best ghost story 
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Homework Tasks

1 Create a poster that identifies the features of the gothic genre – include colour and illustrations.

2 Find and read a gothic horror story and write down 5 ways in which it effectively creates a scary setting.

3 Write an opening paragraph to a gothic story, or story extract which creates an eerie atmosphere and 
includes features of gothic stories.

4 Design a book cover and blurb for a Gothic story.  Ensure that it matches the genre in terms of images 
and colours. 

5 Write a self reflective summary of the learning that has taken place during this unit.  Complete the 
following phrases:
• The most enjoyable thing that I learnt during the lessons on the gothic unit was 

………………………………………..
• The most enjoyable activity was ……………………………………………………………
• A new skill I learnt was ………………………………………………………
• I would enjoy this unit more if there were more/less ………………………………………


